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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 
37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

The specification is to be amended as shown below. This amendment is placed 
after the title of the invention. 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This, application is a divisional of Appl. Ser. No. 10/1 17,903, filed April 8, 2002, now 
U.S. Patent No. 6,693,157. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 9-17 
are drawn to a method for preparing an organometallic complex comprising converting a 
pentacyclic diketone to a triquinane diene, doubly deprotonating the triquinane diene to 
produce a triquinane dianion, and reacting the dinanion with a transition metal source to 
give an organometallic complex that incorporates a chelating, dianionic triquinane 
liugand. 

Mehta et al (J. Am. Chem. Soc, 1986) and Dailey et al (J. Org. Chem., 1987) are 
principal references that outline synthetic routes to the diquinane diene ligand precursor. 
None of the references discusses or is concerned with preparation of organometallic 
complexes therefrom, or organometallic complexes in general. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,544,918 to Nagy et al appears to be the closest reference. The 
patent relates to olefin polymerization catalysts containing chelating, dianionic ligands. 
These ligands are formed from bridged hydrocarbons or bicyclic hydrocarbons containing 
exocyclic allyl anion moieties. In contrast, triquinane dianion, is tricyclic with 
endocyclic allyl anion moieties. Therefore, the reference does not teach the subject 
matter of the present invention, and it would not have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art to arrive at the subject matter of the present invention in view of 
the teachings presented in Nagy et al 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



The prior art made of record but not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
Applicant's disclosure. The following references, cited in the accompanying PTO-892, 
describe organometallic complexes containing similar pentacyclic ligands. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rip A. Lee whose telephone number is (571)272-1104. 
The examiner can be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor 
David Wu, can be reached at (571)272-1 1 14. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only For 
more information about the PAIR system, see <http://pair-direct.uspto.gov>. Should you 
have questions on the access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 
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